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Mary[Foley.Mary@epa.gov]; frduggan@gmail.com[frduggan@gmail.com];
fred.ellerbusch@us.rhodia.com{fred.ellerbusch@us.rhodia.com}; frenv@aol.com{frenv@aol.com];
fxbrowne@fxbrowne.comifxbrowne@fxbrowne.comj;

FOIA_06476_0002333_0002
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kuziolaa@bboed.org{kuziolaa@bboed.org]; L.Hiemstra@boskalis.nl[L.Hiemstra@boskalis.nlj;
lazarv@aol.com[lazarv@aol.com]; Lisa.A.Baron@usace.army.mil[Lisa.A.Baron@usace.army.mil];
lisaryan@hackensackriverkeeper.orgllisaryan@hackensackriverkeeper.orgl;
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mail@nynjbaykeeper.orgimail@nynjbaykeeper.orgl;
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Megan.B.Grubb@usace.army.mil[Megan.B.Grubb@usace.army.mil}; Mehran, Reyhan
(NOAA)Reyhan.Mehran@noaa.gov}; MelissaA@ci.newark.nj.us[MelissaA@ci.newark.nj.us];
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mpm@mmctlaw.com{mpm@mmectlaw.com]; mpotts@environcorp.comimpotts@environcorp.comy;
mrusselldpni@gmail.com[mrusselidpni@gmail.com];
mslowinski@slowinskiatkins.com[mslowinski@slowinskiatkins.com];
msteinberg@morganlewis.com[msteinberg@morganlewis.com}; mthiagaram@yu-
associates.com{mthiagaram@yu-associates.com];
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neil.geevers@boskalis.com[neil.geevers@boskalis.com];
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oneillj@northjersey.comioneillj@northjersey.comj; otto@demaximis.comfotto@demaximis.com];
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rdumas@cleanearthinc.com{rdumas@cleanearthinc.comy;
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rmorrow@cleanearthinc.com{rmorrow@cleanearthinc.com];
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rwe205@nyu.edufrwe205@nyu.edul; s.jones@westonsolutions.comis.jones@westonsolutions.com};
sallen@normandeau.com[sallen@normandeau.com}; sandsenv@aol.com[sandsenv@aol.com];
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sean.gormley@amec.com[sean.gormley@amec.com); sean@second-hand-news.com{sean@second-
hand-news.com}; serkan.mahmutoglu@earthtech.com[serkan.mahmutoglu@earthtech.comj;
shadab_yusuf@yahoo.com|shadab_yusuf@yahoo.comj; Slipke@aol.com[Slipke@aol.com];
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thomas.belton@dep.state.nj.us[thomas.belton@dep.state.nj.us];
tijaz@geotransinc.comftijaz@geotransinc.com}; tim_kubiak@fws.gov[tim_kubiak@fws.gov};
titrabucco@aol.comtlirabucco@aol.com}; tmesevage@vertellus.com[tmesevage@vertellus.com;
tom.brosnan@noaa.govftom.brosnan@noaa.gov}; TomDuch@optonline.netfTomDuch@optoniine.net];
tonymactec@yahoo.com[tonymactec@yahoo.com];
totten@envsci.rutgers.eduftotten@envsci.rutgers.edu}; tpwilson@usgs.govitpwilson@usgs.govl;
traap@entact.com|traap@entact.com]; tricia.aspinwall@usace.army.milftricia.aspinwall@usace.army.mil};
tsangc@CDM.comitsangc@CDM.com]; tsullivan@bnl.gov]tsullivan@bnl.govl;
turtle34@comcast.netfturtle34@comecast.net]; vigano@irsa.cnr.itfvigano@irsa.cnr.it];
vmagar@environcorp.com{vmagar@environcorp.com}; w.iden@comcast.netjw.iden@comcast.net];
warrenwl@dbr.comjwarrenwl@dbr.com];
wchesner@chesnerengineering.comfwchesner@chesnerengineering.comy;
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The river's surface lies brown and still, but along the bottom the water runs swift and black.
Mike Cerbo is down there, swimming blind, when something stabs him in the chest.
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CARMINE GALASSO/STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Mike Cerbo, right, and Nick Haggerty, divers with the Lyndhurst Underwater Search and Recovery Team.

The thing is blunt and heavy, and the river flow pins Cerbo against it. His safety rope gets
tangled, and his heart beats faster. Relax, Cerbo tells himself. He grabs the pipe with both hands,
pushes off and swims underneath it, freeing himself. Cerbo's orange scuba suit breaks the surface
at mile 10.9 of the Passaic River.

"When you're in the bottom of that river, you're by yourself," says Cerbo, 46. "You are
completely alone. And you are surrounded by evil things."

Using old, damaged equipment that is prone to fail, volunteers with Lyndhurst's Underwater
Search and Recovery Team swim some of the most polluted waters in North America. Superfund
cleanup money has afforded them new safety gear, but it does not change the divers' dark and
dangerous work — blindly searching for tragedy's final details.

Volunteers created the team in 1993 primarily to recover bodies from the area's polluted waters.
At first they hauled gear in a bread truck. For years they used swim fins lashed together with
duct tape. Their dive suits, thin and gray from decades of use, had rips and loose gaskets. They
returned soaked in contaminated water; rashes and ear infections were common. In emergencies,
divers pull cords on buoyancy control units, which inflate and pull them to the surface. Until last
month, many units were broken.

The team can't afford expensive new scuba gear, not when its biggest fundraiser involves selling
hot dogs at Lyndhurst's annual fireworks show.

"We're not asking for much," said Cerbo. "We're not even asking to get paid. All we need is the
right equipment to do our job and come back alive."

Now the team faces a new assignment. As part of the Superfund project, crews are dredging 2

feet of soil from the mud flats lining Lyndhurst's shoreline. The mud's contaminants include
dioxin topping 21,000 parts per trillion; anything over 1,000 is considered potentially unsafe by
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the federal Environmental Protection Agency.

If any dredge crew worker falls into the river, divers will be on call to fish him out before he
drowns or gets overwhelmed by toxic fumes. To help them do it, 69 companies that polluted
the Passaic or inherited liabilities from past pollution donated $16,000 for new dive suits. An
additional $3,500 was donated by Brian Fitzhenry, a former North Arlington fire chief now
running for the state Senate, to buy new buoyancy controls.

In a town bracketed to the east and west by the Hackensack and the Passaic, polluted rivers
prone to floods, the search team accepted diving in whatever gear they could scrounge. Shiny
gear 1s an unexpected perk.

"When you hear that somebody's crying for help in that river, you're not thinking of
contamination," said Cerbo. "What are you going to do? Say no?"

Now, Cerbo says the team needs a boat. It will cost $100,000, figures Nick Haggerty, another
volunteer diver. Nutley and Kearny have boats, but no dive teams, which burns Cerbo

up. Lyndhurst's team borrows boats or uses its own inflatable raft, which is too fragile for a full
crew.

"When you're responding to an emergency, the No. 1 rule is don't become part of the problem,"”
Haggerty said. "If I'm getting in and my weight belt punctures the raft, it's all over."

The divers' work is disgusting, dangerous and unpaid, but at least it is narrowly focused. Beyond
their new role rescuing the dredgers, the volunteers search for bodies underwater. The team
responds to reports of missing or murdered people in the river and police chases that end when
suspects attempt, and usually fail, to swim away.

When vehicles end up in the water, divers search for submerged cars with dead people inside.
After they locate the vehicle, volunteers strap a cable and a heavy steel hook over their
shoulders, swim to the bottom and secure the hook to the car. A tow truck pulls the vehicle to
land.

As the divers swim, pawing for a body in the black, they often find a different body by mistake.
"Happens all the time," Cerbo said. "I only get dead people. Nobody's shook my hand yet."
Wearing "dry suits," 20-pound weights strapped to each ankle and 30-pound belts around their
bellies, divers plod into the water from shore or splash over the side of a boat. Once submerged,
they position themselves flat in the water and search with both hands, clawing their way across
the bottom muck.

Pushed by the current, divers tumble into tires, shopping carts, metal poles and motorcycles.

Cerbo once picked up something small and heavy. When he brought it to the surface and raised it
above his head, he saw it was a pistol.
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"T find something randomly every time I go in," said Cerbo.

In such dangerous conditions, even the divers' efforts to protect themselves can backfire. That
happened on a recent morning when the team called a press conference to show off its new suits,
which are airtight and hot. That day the heat index climbed to 103 degrees before noon.

With two legs stuffed into his thick rubber suit, sweat poured down Cerbo's face. He called for
his girlfriend, Phyllis DeGregorio, to hurry and pour water on his head.

"Come on! I'm dying in here already!" he said.

Two helpers strapped on his air tank, face mask and fins, and Cerbo flopped into the water.
Twenty feet downstream, a surveyor aimed his automatic level across the contaminated mud
flats, preparing for the dredge barge.

Some volunteers care less about invisible carcinogenic poisons than they do about the sharp
metal objects that prick and impale them. In one section of the Passaic, where the water 1s only 3
feet deep, Haggerty and Cerbo make sure to swim instead of stand to avoid a pile of discarded
syringes.

"Hopefully they'll get all of that garbage out of there," Cerbo said of the dredgers.

Asked what she thinks of her boyfriend diving into such polluted water, DeGregorio chuckled,
then turned serious.

"T get scared," she said. "I tried to talk him out of it. His mom, t0o."

Cerbo paddled along the bottom for 15 minutes, then wobbled back onto the mud flat. Before
removing his face mask, he is trained to wait for volunteers carrying a bucket of water and sudsy
Palmolive to scrub him down with a hard brush. Rushing the process could expose Cerbo to
dangerous fumes.

In the heat, Cerbo didn't care. He ripped off his mask and gasped for air.

"It's too hot!" he said. "I can't wait!

Next the suit was decontaminated, and Haggerty helped pry it off. Cerbo sat in a folding chair on
the grass and looked down at the Passaic River.

"I've never been in the ocean. I couldn't tell you what clean water looks like," he said. "I don't
even think I like diving!"

- See more at:
http://www northjersey.com/news/219361281 Lyndhurst_dive team on_a shoestring  takes on work that is dangerous
disgusting_.html?page=all#sthash.f6sj2DPD.dpuf
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David Kluesner
U.S. EPA - Manhattan Office
Public Affairs Division

290 Broadway, NY, NY 10007

work: 212 637-3653

cell: 347 330-9439

Www.epa.cov/region?
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